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September Newsletter - 2022
Introduction…
As August is the Month of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, September follows as the Month of Our Lady
of Sorrows. “The Seven Sorrows of Mary” is the
earliest known altarpiece by the renowned German
artist Albrecht Dürer. The central panel depicts the
sorrowful Mother after the Crucifixion. Around her
are seven panels depicting scenes from the life of
the Christ that make up the Seven Sorrows of
Mary. The scenes include 1) The Prophecy of
Simeon (“This child is destined (to be) a sword that
will pierce your own soul”); 2) The Flight into Egypt;
3) The Loss of the Child Jesus for Three Days; 4)
Mary Meeting Jesus Carrying His Cross; 5) The
Crucifixion; 6) Mary Receiving the Body of Jesus;
and 7) Mary Witnessing the Burial of Jesus.

During this month of September, many Catholics pray “The Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows,” as a reminder of
the key role that Mary plays in our redemption and that she suffered along with her Son Jesus to save us. The
Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows dates back to the fourteenth century when Mary appeared to St. Bridget of
Sweden and revealed her special rosary. The Chaplet became popular again following the Marian apparitions
in Rwanda in the 1980s. During Mary’s apparitions to Marie-Claire Mukangango, she assigned the young
woman the mission of reintroducing this special rosary to the world. Marie-Claire was ultimately killed together
with over one million other people during the genocide in Rwanda.
The Chaplet is prayed using a special rosary comprised of seven "decades" each containing seven beads.
Each group of seven is begun with an Our Father, as in the regular Rosary. The Our Father is then followed
by seven Hail Marys.
On the Shoulders of Giants – Sister Francis Kevin
Isaac Newton said that all he had accomplished in life was due to “standing on the shoulders of the giants” who
came before him. Each month we will remember one of the giants upon whose shoulders the parishioners of
Holy Redeemer are perched.
The giants upon whom our faith is based do not
need to be saints, and indeed most of them are not.
For the majority of us our faith and the path we
chose in life is more often influenced by a parent, a
teacher, or a good friend. At the risk of losing
impartiality, this month we are focusing on a very
personal giant: Sister Francis Kevin.
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Sister Francis Kevin was born in Chicago, the daughter of immigrant parents from Northern Ireland. She
began her career in the 1960s as a teacher at St. John the Baptist High School in the Detroit suburb of
Ypsilanti, at the same time the author of this article and his future wife were attending the school. A Dominican
nun, she was a woman of boundless energy, who in the spirit of an Andy Hardy movie loved to “put on a
show,” whether it was a one-act play, an “Up With People” concert, or – a personal favorite -- a mock timetravel recreation of Shakespearean England. She was also fiercely competitive, and if her class had risen to
her high standards on a particular exam, she would march everyone outside for a game of softball, during
which she, in her long white habit and starched whipple would tuck her extra-long nun’s rosary into her skirts
and assign herself the role of pitcher for both teams. Oh the humiliation of being thrown out a first base by a
nun who snagged your sharp drive up the middle.
The popular image regarding nuns from that era is that they were rigid disciplinarians, and indeed Sister
Francis Kevin was unrelenting in her approach to ensuring everyone in her classes put forth their best effort. If
you gave anything less, she would march to your desk, fix her eyes on yours as she handed back your
assignment and without saying a word would extract an apology: not for failing her, but for failing yourself. And
God forbid if you failed your class or the school. On one particular occasion the offender was rebuked for
committing a particularly heinous offense – failing to provide the ballroom where the senior prom was to be
held with a timely deposit, necessitating a major change in schedule – and in a voice loud enough to be heard
throughout the entire school declared him a “donkey!”, a term she informed the offender she resorted to
because she was a nun and could not use the more appropriate expression. In the 50+ years since that day I
have never committed a similar failure.
Disciplinarian though she was, Sister Francis Kevin was never rigid. Indeed, she was an innovator that even
Steve Jobs would have admired. She frequently stepped outside her primary responsibilities as an English
teacher to create new courses, including “Film Study”: an offering that public schools would not embrace for
more than a decade. Ours was probably the only high school in the country at that time that was critically
evaluating the famed Japanese director Akira Kurasowa’s movie “Ikiru,” or discussing Rod Steiger’s film “The
Pawnbroker”; the latter being particularly noteworthy since at that time the film had received a “Condemned”
rating by the Catholic Church’s Legion of Decency. The course she created began a love affair with movies
which for me lasts to this day.
Sister Francis Kevin also started an “Independent
Reading” course for which the singular task was
that students read books, lots of them, with the
choice of titles being left strictly up to them. The
only requirement was that they had to discuss the
books with her one-on-one when they were
finished. As a test, the first book I selected was
Jacqueline Susann’s racy novel “Valley of the
Dolls.” Although she accepted my challenge and
listened patiently to my summary of the book when
I had completed it, the look of disappointment on
her face was crushing, and for the remainder of the
semester my efforts were focused on books I knew
met her lofty standards for expanding my horizons.
She lost her habit (as did most other Dominicans) shortly after my graduation, and also dropped the “Francis
Kevin” in favor of her given name, Pat Brady. After St. John’s closed due to lagging enrollment she was made
principal at another parochial school, and then came her crowning achievement: creation of the Dominican
High Schools Preaching Conference, an organization which sought to empower high school students to
discover and deepen the preacher within themselves through prayer, study, community, and interaction with
members of the Dominican Family. In 1999 she conducted her first preaching conference at Queen of Peace
High School in Burbank, Illinois. Thirty-four students from 17 schools participated in a program to learn about
Dominican traditions and the preaching charism. (NOTE: “Charism” is defined as an extraordinary power given

3

a Christian by the Holy Spirit for the good of the Church.) Since she launched her Preaching Conference the
organization has continued to grow, and today more than 2,000 high school students have participated in the
annual event.
In 2008, Sister Francis Kevin (it is still hard to think
of her as “Sister Pat Brady”) retired as director of
the preaching conference. As a tribute to what she
began and made flourish, the Dominicans
established “The Sister Patricia Brady Award,”
which is given annually for “extraordinary service
and contributions in furthering the traditions and
charism of the Dominican Order.”
A few years ago my wife and I traveled back to
Michigan for a high school class reunion. I was told
that Sister Francis Kevin was coming as well, and I
planned to chat with her and let her know how
much she had meant to me. Unfortunately she was
not able to attend the reunion due to poor health,
and a few days later we learned that she had
passed away. But lucky for me I know what her
new address is, and some day – God willing – I
plan to knock on her door and have that chat.

We’re Here For You
Weekend Mass Schedule – Celebrated every
weekend on Saturday at 4:00 pm and Sunday at
8:00 am and 10:00 am
Watch Mass Online – If you are unable to attend
Mass in-person, please watch mass on-line at
www.holyredeemerchatham.org/live-stream-mass
Weekday Mass Schedule – Celebrated Monday
through Friday at 8:00 am
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena – Celebrated
on Monday after daily Mass
Sacrament of Confession – Celebrated Saturday
from 3:00 to 3:45 pm

Sacrament of Baptism – Celebrated during Sunday
Mass. Please contact the rectory at 508-945-0677
for an appointment to discuss an upcoming
baptism.

Open Office Hours -- Father Sullivan is available at
the rectory from 3:00 - 4:00 PM every Monday
afternoon to speak with parishioners on any topic.

Sacrament of Marriage – Couples are asked to
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contact Father Sullivan at 508-945-0677 at least 12
months prior to the date of their wedding. Couples
also need to make certain that the Church is
available before scheduling their wedding date and
the location for their wedding reception.

New Parishioners Are Always Welcome - If you are
new to the area please contact the Rectory at 508945-0677 to register with the parish, or speak with
Father Sullivan after Mass.
Facebook – Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.comholyredeemercatholicchurch

Holy Communion at Home – If any parishioner is
unable to attend mass due to an illness, injury,
handicap, or age, and would like to receive
Communion at home, please contact the rectory at
508-945-0677 and a Eucharistic Minister will bring
Communion to you.

Coming soon: a link to the minutes of the Parish
Council and Finance Council meetings

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About…Sibyls and Prophets
The seven Prophets and five Sibyls that Michelangelo painted on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel are
commanding works of art. Indeed, the twelve figures are the largest on the vault of the Chapel. We know
about the Prophets, but who were the Sibyls? A Sibyl was an oracle or prophetess in ancient Greece who was
known to prophesy at holy sites under the influence of a deity. The five Sibyls painted by Michelangelo were
all said to have foretold the birth of a savior. The prophecies by the pagan prophetesses were accepted by
Christians as being fulfilled with the birth of Christ. Thus the Prophets of the Old Testament and the Sibyls of
pagan antiquity all foretold the same coming of the Christ. Many believe that Michelangelo chose to include
the Sibyls to symbolize that the Messiah was to come for all the people of the world and not just the Jews.
Below are descriptions of the five Sibyls and the seven Prophets Michelangelo chose to include in his master
work of art.

The Cumaean Sibyl – The Sibyl who most concerned the Romans was The Cumaean Sibyl, who is believed to
have lived near the city of Naples. The Cumaean Sibyl is presented by Michelangelo as an elderly woman with
a wrinkled face. Even in Roman times the Cumaean Sibyl was reported to be seven hundred years old by the
poet Ovid.
The Libyan Sibyl – The Libyan Sibyl is a depiction of Phemonoe, the priestess of the Oracle of Zeus-Ammon.
She is known for predicting that the day would come when the hidden would be revealed. A muscular Sibyl,
she is divested of her cloak and is only dressed in her white and orange robe. She is holding a huge book,
which she might be putting back on the table or just removing it. The figure is considered to be one of the
finest and most graceful forms depicted by Michelangelo on the Sistine Chapel ceiling.
The Delphic Sibyl – In Michelangelo’s hands The Delphic Sibyl seems to be reading her scroll when she is
suddenly moved by the Word of God. She prophesied that the coming Messiah would be mocked with a crown
of thorns.
The Persian Sibyl – Michelangelo’s depiction of the Persian Sibyl shows her engrossed in her reading. She
has turned away from the observer, just as she withdrew from the material world into the spiritual world.
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The Erythraean Sibyl – Michelangelo’s rendition features the young woman sitting down while reading through
a large book. Her legs are crossed and a number of child figures are placed around her. The Erythraean Sibyl
was based in Ionia, a city on the island of Chios in the Northern Aegean. Like the other Sibyls, the Erythraean
Sibyl is believed to have predicted the coming of the Redeemer.

The Prophet Jonah –With his head thrown back, Michelangelo’s Jonah appears to be looking up and drawing
the attention of the viewer to the center of the ceiling which is elaborately decorated with scenes of the
Creation and the life of Noah. There was initially some mystery as to why Michelangelo included what appears
to be a giant Tarpon, and it was only when the King James Version of the Bible was introduced in 1611, that
the fish became the whale that we are familiar with in the story of Jonah and the Whale.
The Prophet Jeremiah - Michelangelo painted Jeremiah in a state of quiet contemplation, presumably
experiencing the feelings of loss and of anguish following the destruction of Jerusalem. Many art critics have
suggested that Michelangelo drew on his own sins to capture the raw emotion that is clearly evoked within
Jeremiah. Jeremiah is an incredibly moving portrait that shows that The Prophet lived through great sorrow
until his final death.
The Prophet Ezekiel – Michelangelo’s Prophet Ezekiel is deeply excited, holding an open scroll of prophecy in
his left hand, and twisted in the direction of “The Fall of Man.” Ezekiel is one of the principal prophets of the
Virgin Birth. "Then said the Lord unto me; this gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall
enter in by it." The closed gate of Ezekiel was taken to signify the virginity of Mary and was identified
liturgically with the gate of the sanctuary. It is no accident, therefore, that Ezekiel is placed above the barrier to
the sanctuary in the Sistine Chapel.
The Prophet Joel – Michelangelo’s depiction of The Prophet Joel shows him in a sitting position, dressed in a
white robe with a red shawl. The most engaging part of the fresco is the face of the Prophet, which appears to
reveal wisdom, disdain, and intense focus all at once; the open scroll in his hands only enhances this sense of
wisdom.
The Prophet Zechariah – The Prophet Zechariah foretold the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem ("Rejoice greatly, O
daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: . . . lowly, and riding
upon an ass. . ."). This is likely the reason that Michelangelo chose to have his fresco of The Prophet
Zechariah over the entrance into the Sistine Chapel.
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The Prophet Isaiah – Michelangelo’s depiction of The Prophet Isaiah shows him holding a half-closed book as
he turns to look at his attendant Putti who seems to have distracted him. His bare feet are crossed, his face is
attentive and his hair is gray. The half-closed book symbolizes that listening to the voice is more important
than reading the book.
The Prophet Daniel –Unlike many other paintings of the period, Michelangelo’s depiction of Daniel makes no
reference to the most famous event from Daniel's life, that is his time in the den of the lions. Instead,
Michelangelo shows Daniel reading a great book, which is held up by a muscular figure from below.

Let Us Build a House Capital Campaign
"A Church isn't a building but a community of Christians supporting each other's faith in Jesus Christ and
sharing faith with others,” Father John Sullivan, Pastor of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, noted in a recent
homily. “Yet, a welcoming church building is an essential tool for evangelization." He also quoted Catholic
hymn writer Marty Haugen's song; All Are Welcome. "The song's lyrics encourage the faithful to build a house
of worship where love dwells, prophets speak, and hearts learn to forgive." To be a welcoming place, a church
needs to be all those things, and it starts by being physically accessible for all.
Father Sullivan noted that accessibility is a serious
challenge for the current Church, which has not
been renovated in over forty years. The project's
primary focus is building an addition to house a
new elevator on the parking lot side of the church.
The project will also include a more
accommodating side entrance to the Church and
Parish Center, additional seating, and a new
sacristy. A high point of the project will be the
placement of a striking stained-glass window which
will be visible from Old Harbor Road. The window
was obtained from a recently closed church and will
be repurposed for the new addition.
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Additional updates include new restrooms, an
enlarged sanctuary, a more prominent location for
the Church’s choir and new pews. Since the last
renovation new fire codes and regulations to
accommodate individuals with disabilities
necessitate other system updates.
Holy Redeemer’s parishioners viewed details of the
plans during a series of workshops with Deacon
Tom Palanza, the project architect. Palanza
showed participants drawings of the design plans
and explained the reasons for the various
renovations. (A video of one of the sessions is
available for viewing on the Holy Redeemer
website www.holyredeemerchatham.org.)
The anticipated cost of the construction is $3 million. Parish savings will provide half of the necessary costs,
and proceeds from the recent sale of land to the Town of Chatham for affordable housing will also contribute to
the renovation project. The parish plans to raise the remaining $1 million through a “Let Us Build a House”
capital campaign which began in mid-August and will continue through the fall.
Father Sullivan admitted that churches throughout the country still feel the adverse effects of the COVID
pandemic, and he estimates that church attendance is only 75-80% of pre-pandemic levels. "I hope the
renovation project will be one of the catalysts that help reinvigorate the parish and its parishioners' faith," he
added. "I pray all full-time and seasonal parishioners will seriously consider making a generous donation to
the capital campaign. Our renovation project needs everyone to share all their gifts to ensure a secure future
for Holy Redeemer Church."

Getting To Know the Members of the Parish - Kelly Borzilleri
Every parishioner has a story, and each month we will profile a different member of the parish. Young, old,
new, established, we’d like to get to know all of you. If you have someone you would like us to profile please
contact the rectory at 508-945-0677 so we can meet with them and share their story with the rest of the parish.
This month we’re profiling Kelly Borzilleri, who is a member of Holy Redeemer’s choir.
How many of us recognize where our talents lie when we still have training wheels on our bike? You do if
you’re the cantor for Holy Redeemer’s choir, Kelly Borzilleri, who was the star of her Fourth/Fifth Grade
Elementary School Choir in Dobbs Ferry, New York. The choir was so good that they competed in choral
contests nationally. Unfortunately, after having established the choir’s reputation Kelly graduated a year before
the choir was invited to sing the national anthem at Yankee stadium, and also sing at the White House.
That might have been the end of Kelly’s singing career if not for a fortuitous mistake by her mother shortly after
Kelly graduated from college and returned home. Scheduled to sing at the Holy Saturday service, her mother
realized when she arrived at the church that she forgot her reading glasses and made a frantic call to Kelly.
When Kelly arrived with the glasses the choir director invited her to stay and sing and she never left.
Holy Redeemer’s kindergarten CCD class, and
later taught the third grade CCD class. Many
parishioners will recall that her older daughter Anna
(who in the Spring was confirmed by Bishop da
Cunha) previously served as an altar server at Holy

Kelly and her family have been active members of
Holy Redeemer parish since 2016, when they
moved to Cape Cod from Connecticut. And in their
case, the word “active” is just the right adjective.
During her first year in the parish Kelly co-taught
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Redeemer and may have noticed that younger
daughter Katie also occasionally sings with the
choir.

Kelly’s own involvement with Holy Redeemer’s
choir was reminiscent of her recruitment by her
mother’s choir. Holy Redeemer’s previous choir
director Stefanie Murray noticed a most pleasant
voice behind her in the congregation and was
determined to find out who it belonged to.
Ultimately her detective work revealed that the
voice belonged Kelly, and an invitation to join the
choir as cantor soon followed. It was an invitation
Kelly couldn’t refuse because she sees her singing
as “my way to serve God.”

When Kelly isn’t singing with the choir or around the house you will find her behind the reception desk at VCA
Pleasant Bay Animal Hospital on Old Queen Anne Road in East Harwich. Kelly has been working in veterinary
clinics or emergency facilities all of her adult life. Her current position is focused on cats and dogs and gives
her the opportunity to get to know many of Chatham and Harwich’s pets beginning at their birth and often to
their passing. The latter event is obviously hard, but the care and compassion that Kelly and colleagues
provide at such a difficult time has made the struggle much easier.
help with sedating the animals so that they could be
taken to a nearby zoo for a thorough examination.
Included among the “pets” the agents showed up
with was a lion cub – according to Kelly its paw was
larger than her hand – and a baby Siberian tiger.
“The tiger liked chewing on my fingers, and I was
very grateful that none of its teeth had come in yet.”

Kelly’s veterinary expertise is not limited to
household pets. In her previous positions she’s
treated a virtual Noah’s Ark of farm animals and
various feathered and slithering creatures, including
goats, chinchillas, turtles, snakes, birds, and
lizards. Her most interesting veterinary experience
occurred while working at a clinic in downstate New
York, when agents of the SPCA (Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) showed up with
several exotic animals that were being illegally
housed by a local resident. The agents needed
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Kelly needed have worried. With her siren-like singing voice we’re sure that she could have charmed lions and
tigers the same way she charms everyone fortunate enough to hear her sing on Sunday mornings.
Conclusion…
"The Lord is first, my friends are second, and I am third." – Motto of Gale Sayers, former running back of the
Chicago Bears
“I am Third” is the moving account of Gale Sayer's
life, and tells the story of his family, the crippling
knee injury that almost destroyed his career, and
his short but unforgettable friendship with Brian
Piccolo. The book and Sayer’s relationship with
“Pick” was the basis for the inspirational 1971 TV
movie “Brian's Song” starring Billy Dee Williams
and James Caan. Despite sharply differing
temperaments and racial backgrounds the two
became close friends and were the first interracial
roommates in the history of the National Football
League.

teammates Sayers states that they will win the
game for Piccolo and give him the game ball. When
the players later visit the hospital, Piccolo teases
them about losing the game, laughing that the line
in the old Knute Rockne movie wasn't "let’s blow
one for the Gipper."

The pair were the starting running backs for the
Chicago Bears until Piccolo suddenly started losing
weight and his performance began to decline. A
trip to the hospital revealed that Piccolo had
cancer, and that part of his lung needed to be
removed. In an emotional speech to his
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Piccolo died shortly after the game at the age of 27.
Sayers was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1977 at age 34 and remains the youngest person
ever to receive the honor. True to his motto, after his football career ended he founded the Gale Sayers
Center, which is an after-school program for children ages 8–12 from Chicago's west side and focuses on
leadership development, tutoring, and mentoring. Describing the Center, Sayer said “Our young people look
up to us. Let us not let them down. Our young people need us. Saving them will make heroes of us all.”
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