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June Newsletter - 2022
Introduction…
Our June newsletter celebrates the feast
of Pentecost, which this month occurs
on June 5th. The term Pentecost
comes from the Greek word
“Pentēkostē,” which means "fiftieth," and
refers to the Jewish festival of Shavuot,
which is celebrated on the fiftieth day
after Passover. Pentecost Sunday
commemorates the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the Apostles and the other
followers of Jesus Christ while they
were in Jerusalem celebrating Shavout
and marks the beginning of the Christian
church's mission to the world.
•

•

•

“Bethlehem was God with us,
Calvary was God for us, and
Pentecost is God in us.” -- Robert
Baer
“Pentecost is an invitation to
dream. These dreams involve
adopting a new perspective on
what’s possible, rousing our
creativity to free us from
conventional expectations.” –
Matthew L. Skinner
“We’re all assigned a piece of the
garden, a corner of the universe
that is ours to transform. Every
situation we find ourselves in is
an opportunity, perfectly planned
by the Holy Spirit, to teach love
instead of fear.” – Marianne
Williamson

On The Shoulders of Giants
Isaac Newton said that all he had accomplished in life was due to “standing on the
shoulders of the giants” who came before him. Each month we will remember one of
the giants upon whose shoulders the parishioners of Holy Redeemer are perched. This
month’s giant is St. Katharine Drexel.
St. Katharine Drexel was the second American-born saint to be canonized. She was
born in Philadelphia in 1858, the child of a prominent and wealthy banker, Francis
Anthony Drexel and his wife, Hannah Langstroth. Her mother died just five weeks after
Katharine was born, and her father remarried Emma Bouvier in 1860.
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The Drexels were devout in the practice of their faith, and Katharine grew up seeing her
father pray for 30 minutes each evening. And every week, her stepmother opened their
doors to house and care for the poor. The family distributed food, clothing and provided
rent assistance to those in need.
Katharine received an excellent
education from private tutors and
traveled throughout the United States
and Europe. Katharine's life took a turn
when she read a book entitled “A
Century of Dishonor,” which detailed the
agonizing plight of Native Americans on
the Western frontier and their
mistreatment by the American
government. She was horrified by what
she read, and her revulsion was
confirmed by an 1884 tour of the West
where she met the Sioux chief Red
Cloud and witnessed firsthand the
appalling conditions native peoples were
forced to live in.
Shortly thereafter, while touring Europe, Katharine was given a private audience with
Pope Leo XIII, and she asked him for missionaries to help with the Native American
missions the family had begun donating money to. The Pope instead suggested
Katharine herself become a missionary. Upon returning home, Katharine decided she
would give herself and her inheritance to God through service to both Native Americans
and African Americans, and in 1889, she began her postulancy at the Sisters of Mercy
Convent in Pittsburgh.
Taking the name Mother Katharine, she established a religious congregation and in
1894 she took part in opening the first mission boarding school for Native America
children in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Other schools quickly followed, for Native Americans
in the West, and for African Americans in the southern part of the United States. In
1915, she founded Xavier University in New Orleans, the first Catholic University in the
United States for African Americans.
Within three decades she had built 40
mission centers and 23 rural schools for
Native American children, plus a system
of Catholic schools for African
Americans in 13 states. Segregationists
harassed her work, and the Ku Klux
Klan threatened “to tar and feather the
pastor at one of Drexel’s schools and
bomb his church.” In response, the
sisters in Katharine’s order prayed for
the safety of the pastor and the school,
and whether it was divine providence or

coincidence several days later a tornado
destroyed the Klan’s headquarters.
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By the time of her death in 1955,
Katharine had recruited more than 500
sisters to teach in 63 schools throughout
the country and had established 50
missions for Native Americans. The
order she established -- The Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament -- continues to
pursue her mission with Native
Americans and African Americans in 21
states and in Haiti.
St. Katharine was beatified in 1988 and
canonized in 2000 by Pope John Paul II.
Numerous Catholic parishes, schools,
and churches now bear the name of St.
Katharine Drexel, and she is also the
patron saint of racial justice and
philanthropy.

Parish Activities
End of Life Seminar – The “End of Life”
seminar which was scheduled for
Saturday, May 14, has been postponed
until November. Additional details will
be provided as soon as they are
available.

2022 Catholic Appeal – Each Spring for the past 81 years the Fall River Diocese has
conducted a “Catholic Appeal” during May and June. Last year parishioners from
throughout the diocese contributed $4.6 million to the appeal, which went to support a
variety of groups, including food pantries, homeless shelters, Catholic youth
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organizations, refugee resettlement, the pastoral ministry to the sick in hospitals, and
many other activities. In 2021 Holy Redeemer parishioners donated nearly $55,000 to
the Catholic Appeal. Hopefully we can increase this year’s total by a modest 5%, to a
goal of $57,770.
Local Boy Makes Good
Father Corey Bassett-Tirrell is currently
serving as the Parochial Vicar at St.
Bridget's in Framingham, but he grew up
in Chatham and his family has deep
roots in the Chatham community. The
Bassett family goes back at least ten
generations, and most Chatham
residents know at least one Bassett.
Father Corey was not raised Catholic:
his family was very active at the
Methodist Church on the corner of Main
and Cross streets. After converting
initially to Anglicanism and eventually to
Catholicism, he entered seminary in
2014 at Pope St. John XXIII National
Seminary in Weston and was ordained
in May 2019. A student of the writings of
the theologian, scholar and poet
Cardinal John Henry Newman, Father
Corey credits much of Newman’s work
with his conversion journey. Indeed,
Cardinal Newman’s evolution as a priest
has many similarities to Father Corey’s,
given that he had roots in the Anglican
church before converting to Catholicism.
A devotee of English Spirituality, Father Corey has traveled to many religious shrines
and cathedrals in the United Kingdom, both Catholic and Anglican. In 2010 he had
occasion to attend the beatification of Cardinal Newman in Birmingham, England and
was also present for the Ecumenical Evening Prayer service at Westminster Abbey with
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and His Grace, Rowan Williams, Archbishop of
Canterbury.
Despite his worldly travels, Father Corey insists that “Chatham will always have the
dearest place in my heart. It is still home to me and always will be.”
Updates
Church Library – The new Church Library was formally dedicated by Father Sullivan
on Sunday, May 8 following the 10 am mass. The dedication also marks the first return
of post-mass Donuts and Coffee since the pandemic began.
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The library is located in the first classroom at the base of the front stairs and is already
stocked with over 200 religious-themed books, thanks to the generous donations of
many parishioners from their libraries at home. We are also pleased to announce that
Jean Zillow has volunteered to lead the Library Ministry, and that Monica Wieting will
serve as a volunteer. Either Jean or Monica will be in the library after daily mass and
also after the Sunday 10 am mass, but feel free to stop by any time and borrow a book
or two.

Get involved at Holy Redeemer – Parish Ministries
Holy Redeemer is fortunate to have many excellent ministries and support
organizations. A list of Holy Redeemer’s parish ministries is provided below.
Alternatively, if you see an unmet need at Holy Redeemer and would like to start your
own ministry please give us a call at the rectory at 508-945-0677. We would love to
hear from you.
•
•
•
•
•

Holy Redeemer Women's Club – Please contact Sheila Nugent at
snugent48@att.net if you would like more information about becoming the Club
St. Vincent DePaul Society – Please Contact Jack Zilliox at jackz@oit.umass.edu
if you would like more information about the Society
Knights of Columbus – Please contact Ray Tallia at capemanray@aol.com if you
would like more information about the Knights
Bereavement Ministry – Please contact Marilyn Whelden at
mawhelden@comcast.net if you would like more information about the Ministry
Pro Life Ministry – Please contact Rosemary O’Reilly at poreilly23@comcast.net
if you would like more information about the Ministry
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Choir – Please email Cheryl Duerr at cduerr@holyredeemerchatham.org or
clduerr@gmail.com or call her at 617-852-3533 if you would like more
information about joining the Choir
Eucharistic Ministers – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an
email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about
becoming a Eucharistic Minister
Altar Server Ministry – Please give us a call at the rectory at 508-945-0677 or
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the
Ministry
Lector Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the
Ministry
Holy Launderers Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an
email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about
the Ministry
Liberty Commons Ministry – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us
an email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information
about the Ministry

Featured Parish Ministry for May -- The Vincent de Paul Society
For the next several months we will be spotlighting different Holy Redeemer’s ministries.
This month we are focusing on the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Holy Redeemer has had a chapter of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society since
the early 1980s. The chapter has been
led by Jack Zillow for the past 11 years,
and currently has 36 members,
including four new members. The
Society provides non-sectarian
assistance to local members of the
community who are struggling through a
difficult time. Assistance typically takes
the form of help with their rent or
mortgage payments, or with utility or
insurance bills.
The Society operates on a “hot line” basis, typically receiving referral calls about local
people in need from the Homeless Prevention Council, Lower Cape Outreach, the
police and fire departments, and local pastors. In response, they send two-person
teams to meet with prospective clients, assess their situation and determine the best
way to help. Jack noted that “we buy thousands of Stop-n-Shop cards every year for
distribution to folks down on their luck.” He also stated that “even though Chatham is a
wealthy town there are still lots of people here who are barely scrapping by.” As an
example, Jack noted that on the day a client’s patched-together car finally gave out, he
was able to put them in touch with a local resident who had called the same day to
donate a Ford Explorer to the Society. “It was a win-win situation.”
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he Society’s major fund-raiser is the
“Giving Tree,” which is put up every year
at Christmas time. And given Holy
Redeemer’s proximity to Chatham’s
Fourth of July Parade, the Society also
raised money in pre-COVID days by
parking the cars of parade-bound
visitors in the church lot. “100% of the
money donated to the Society goes to
the needy,” Jack added.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
began in Paris in 1833 when a young
law student at the Sorbonne -- Frédéric
Ozanam -- was challenged during a
debate to demonstrate what he and his
fellow Catholic students were personally
doing to help the poor in Paris.
Ozanam's reaction was immediate.
Within weeks he and six of his peers
had formed the first "Conference of
Charity," which financed works of charity
out of their own pockets and from
contributions by friends. They visited the
poor in their homes, providing them with
needed aid and assistance. Ozanam
decided to place the conference under
the patronage of St. Vincent de Paul,
who had spent his life helping the poor
in France during the 16th century.
Within a few years, the newly christened
“St. Vincent de Paul Society” had grown
to 2000 members, spreading to 15 other
cities and towns in France.
In 1845, the Society crossed the ocean to St. Louis, Missouri, where the first American
conference was formed. To this day, St. Louis remains the Society's national
headquarters.
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Numerous Catholic parishes have established conferences similar to the one created by
Ozanam. In addition to their direct, customized efforts to help the poor and needy, the
Society also operates thrift stores which sell donated goods at low prices to raise money
for the poor. With nearly 100,000 Vincentian volunteers serving their communities,
today’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul works in 4,428 parish-based conferences across
the United States.
We’re Here For You
Weekend Mass Schedule – Celebrated
every weekend on Saturday at 4:00 pm
and Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:00 am
Watch Mass Online – If you are unable
to attend Mass in-person, please watch
mass on-line at
www.holyredeemerchatham.org/livestream-mass
Weekday Mass Schedule – Celebrated
Monday through Friday at 8:00 am
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena –
Celebrated on Monday after daily Mass
Sacrament of Confession – Celebrated
Saturday from 3:00 to 3:45 pm
Open Office Hours -- Father Sullivan is available at the rectory from 3:00 - 4:00 PM
every Monday afternoon to speak with parishioners on any topic.
Sacrament of Baptism – Celebrated during Sunday Mass. Please contact the rectory at
508-945-0677 for an appointment to discuss an upcoming baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage – Couples are asked to contact Father Sullivan at 508-945-0677
at least 12 months prior to the date of their wedding. Couples also need to make
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certain that the Church is available before scheduling their wedding date and the
location for their wedding reception.
Holy Communion at Home – If any parishioner is unable to attend mass due to an
illness, injury, handicap, or age, and would like to receive Communion at home, please
contact the rectory at 508-945-0677 and a Eucharistic Minister will bring Communion to
you.
New Parishioners Are Always Welcome - If you are new to the area please contact the
Rectory at 508-945-0677 to register with the parish, or speak with Father Sullivan after
Mass.
Facebook – Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.comholyredeemercatholicchurch
Coming soon: a link to the minutes of the Parish Council and Finance Council meetings
Getting To Know the Members of the Parish – Joe Mador
Every parishioner has a story, and each month we will profile a different member of the
congregation. Young, old, new, established, we’d like to get to know all of you. If you
have someone you would like us to profile please contact the rectory at 508-945-0677
so we can meet with them and share their story with the rest of the parish.
Most Holy Redeemer parishioners
would probably be surprised to know
that over the past quarter century the
individual who has looked back at them
from the sanctuary on Sunday mornings
more than any other has been Deacon
Joe Mador, who last week celebrated
the twenty-fifth anniversary of his
ordination. His is a familiar face to all of
us, and yet aside from assisting Father
Sullivan and the several pastors who
proceeded him with Sunday mass, very
few of us are aware of what the
responsibilities of a deacon are, what
sort of training is required for them to be
ordained, or the many contributions that
Deacon Joe has made during his years
of service to the parish and the diocese.
We’ll try and shed some light on those last few points, as well as a very special aspect
of Deacon Joe’s life, which is his “calling.” There are some of us – a minority to be sure
-- who knew exactly what we wanted to be from the time we were in grade school -- a
doctor, a pilot, a writer -- and our every action drove us forward on that singular career
path. However, most of us took a more of a zig-zag path to our career, trying on a
variety of jobs or college majors until we found the one that seemed to fit the best.
Then there are the tiny minority of us who were “called” to a religious vocation, and the
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precious few who actually heeded the call. Where would we be without Deacon Joe
and the others like him who responded when asked.
Deacon Joe’s calling had its roots in a
“Cursillo“ weekend that he and his wife
Anne attended in 1974. Cursillo
(pronounced kur-see-yo) is a Spanish
word meaning a “short course.” A
“Cursillo“ weekend is very different from
a traditional retreat or a course focused
on religious theory, and instead has
been described as “an experience,” and
one in which God determines the
agenda. Indeed for many it is a lifechanging experience, which brings with
it the discovery of the basis of
Christianity and its fundamental
significance to our lives.
For Deacon Joe, the weekend was a turning point, which propelled him to get more
involved with the Church. Initially his contributions took the form of teaching CCD
classes and serving as a Eucharistic Minister. But the desire to do more continued to
gnaw at him until – with the encouragement of a thoughtful paster – he finally decided in
1994 to enroll in a diaconate program. There then followed three years of concentrated
study focused on academic, spiritual, and pastoral formation, and included coursework
in – among other things – The History of Christianity, Spirituality of the Old Testament,
Sacramental Theology, Introduction to Preaching, and Ecclesiology, leading ultimately
to his ordination.
According to Deacon Joe, “there isn’t much of a job description for the position,” which
is to say that there is a certain latitude in how deacons fulfill their responsibilities. Those
responsibilities fall into three primary categories: Word, Sacrament and Charity, As
ministers of the Word, deacons preach, proclaim the Gospel, and teach in the name of
the Church. As ministers of the Sacraments, deacons baptize, lead the faithful in prayer,
witness marriages, and conduct wake and funeral services. Finally, as ministers of
Charity, deacons are leaders in identifying the needs of others, then marshaling the
Church's resources to meet those needs.
Deacon Joe has performed all of the aforementioned responsibilities on numerous
occasions. In the early days following his ordination he officiated at more than 40
weddings at Holy Redeemer, and many more baptisms. And during a ten-year period
when he and Anne wintered in Florida, he also frequently took to the pulpit to deliver
homilies given that the pastor for whom he was serving conducted seven masses every
weekend and needed to preserve his voice. But perhaps the one aspect of Deacon
Joe’s responsibilities that is least recognized by most of us in the congregation has
been his work in prison ministry, conducted primarily at the Barnstable County
Correctional Facility. Although his efforts at the prison have recently been limited by the
pandemic, prior to that he spent a great deal of time at the facility conducting weekend
retreats for prisoners, coordinating schedules with various priests to hear confessions
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and say mass, and performing a variety of other activities to address the religious needs
of the inmates.
Now 82, Deacon Joe has no intention of
retiring, for which we can all be grateful,
particularly since each of us benefits
from the perspective that his years of
service have afforded him. Here's an
example Deacon Joe shared. “Despite
the scandals and the current decline in
participation, the Church will never go
out of business. Indeed in the face of
adversity the Church always grows
stronger. The Communists in Poland
tried to get rid of the Church, driving
worshipers underground. And look what
happened. The Church in Poland is
now stronger than ever.” Deacon Joe
concluded his point regarding the
resilience of the Church – and his own
dogged determination -- with his
personal philosophy on life” “You just
need to keep your chin up!”
In Conclusion…
In the fall of 1941, 19-year-old Royal
Canadian Air Force fighter pilot John
Gillespie Magee, Jr., was serving in the
Royal Air Force, stationed at Digby,
England. When he returned to his base
after a mission he sent a letter to his
parents, which included a sonnet he had
written entitled “High Flight.” Magee’s
aunt helped get the poem published in
the November issue of the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette, where it may have
remained unknown had not tragedy
struck. One month later Magee’s
Spitfire collided with another plane while
on a training exercise and both pilots
were killed.
Within days of Magee’s death, “High Flight” had been reprinted in newspapers across
the world, and it soon came to the attention of Archibald MacLeish, who hailed Magee
as the first poet of World War II. On February 5, 1942, the Library of Congress included
Magee’s poem in an exhibition called “Poems of Faith and Freedom.” “High Flight”
shared a case in the exhibit with two noted World War I poems, John McCrae’s “In
Flanders Fields” and Rupert Brooke’s “The Soldier.”
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High Flight
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of — wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,
I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air . . .
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle flew —
And, while with silent, lifting mind I’ve trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.
By John Gillespie Magee, Jr.
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