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May Newsletter - 2022 
 
May is traditionally dedicated to 
honoring and seeking the intercession of 
Mary as the Mother of God and Mother 
of the Church.  Church historians aren’t 
exactly sure why May was chosen to 
honor Mary, but many believe that being 
the month when spring is in full bloom, 
May represents the ideal time to honor 
the woman who gave life to our Savior. 

“The Christian who does not feel that 
the Virgin Mary is his or her mother is an 
orphan.” -- Pope Francis  

“Only a woman, divine, could know all 
that a woman can suffer.”  -- Willa 
Cather 

“As mariners are guided into port by the 
shining of a star, so Christians are 
guided to heaven by Mary” - Thomas 
Aquinas  

“In myself I am nothing. It all comes 
from God and the Virgin Mary.” -- Lech 
Walesa  

 
 
 
 

 
On The Shoulders of Giants 
 
Isaac Newton said that all he had accomplished in life was due to “standing on the 
shoulders of the giants” who came before him.  Each month we will remember one of 
the giants upon whose shoulders the parishioners of Holy Redeemer are perched.  This 
month’s giant is St. Anthony of Padua. 
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St. Anthony was born Fernando Martins 
in 1195, in Lisbon, Portugal.  His family 
arranged for him to be instructed at the 
local school, but at the age of 15, he 
asked to be sent to the Abbey of Santa 
Cruz in Coimbra, on the outskirts of the 
city.  During his time in the Abbey, he 
learned theology and Latin, and was 
ordained a priest when he turned 19. 

Shortly after his ordination several 
Franciscan friars arrived in Coimbra and 
settled at a small hermitage outside 
Lisbon.  Fernando was strongly 
attracted to the simple, evangelical 
lifestyle of the friars, and spent 
considerable time with them.  His life 
took a crucial turn when news arrived 
that five colleagues of the Franciscans 
involved with missionary work in 
Morocco had been beheaded.  Inspired 
by their example, Fernando obtained 
permission from church authorities to 
join the Franciscan order, after which he 
adopted the name Anthony, in honor of 
Anthony the Great, a Christian monk 
from Egypt, who is often referred to as 
the Father of All Monks. 

Anthony and several of his fellow Franciscans were soon on their way to Morocco to 
replace the martyred monks, but shortly after arriving he became seriously ill and was 
ordered back to Lisbon. During the journey home, his ship ran into storms and high 
winds and was blown east, halfway across the Mediterranean, eventually making land 
on the coast of Sicily. From there he traveled to Tuscany and was eventually assigned 
to the hermitage of San Paolo, a choice made in consideration of his poor health. There, 
he was offered a cell one of the friars had made in a nearby cave, where he spent his 
days in private prayer and study.  

All that changed in 1222, when several visiting Dominican friars joined the Franciscans 
for an ordination, and a misunderstanding arose over who should preach. The 
Franciscans had expected that one of the Dominicans would occupy the pulpit, since 
they were renowned for their preaching.  However, the Dominicans had come 
unprepared, thinking a Franciscan would be the homilist.  The head of the hermitage 
called on young Anthony to speak, and his impromptu sermon created a deep 
impression on his audience. They were moved not only by his rich voice and arresting 
manner, but also by the theme and substance of his discourse, his deep knowledge of 
scripture, and the passion and eloquence with which he delivered his message.  

Once his talents and knowledge were exposed, Anthony’s quiet life of prayer and 
penance at the hermitage was exchanged for that of a public preacher. The head of the 
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order – no less than St. Francis of Assisi -- heard of Anthony’s oratorical skills and re-
assigned him to preach throughout northern Italy. As his fame grew, Anthony took on 
other assignments, including teaching at several universities in southern France, but 
preaching remained his supreme gift.  In 1226 Anthony returned to Italy, taking up 
residence in Padua, and was appointed Provincial superior of northern Italy.  In 1228, 
he served as envoy to Pope Gregory IX, where his preaching was hailed as a "jewel 
case of the Bible" and he was commissioned to produce a collection of his sermons.  
The Pope described Anthony as the "Ark of the Testament."  

In 1231 while traveling back to Padua Anthony became sick with ergotism, which is 
typically caused by eating rye bread containing a deadly fungus.  He died a short time 
later at the age of 35.  A year later he was canonized by Pope Gregory IX. So simple 
and resounding was his teaching of the Catholic Faith that in 1946 Pope Pius XII 
declared him to be Doctor of the Church. 

There are many legends ascribed to St. Anthony of Padua.  Perhaps the most famous 
involves his unsuccessful attempt to preach to a group of heretics in a fishing village.  
When the heretics refused to listen to him, he went to the water’s edge and preached 
his message to the fish. When the heretics saw the fish begin to gather, they realized 
the power of Anthony’s message and gathered around him to listen to what he had to 
say. 

St. Anthony is well-known all over the world as the Patron Saint of lost articles. The 
reason for invoking St. Anthony’s help in finding lost or stolen items is traced back to an 
incident in his own life. He had a favorite book of psalms that was very valuable to him 
because of personal notes and the comments he had scribbled in the margins. It was 
suspected that a novice leaving the community had stolen the Psalter. Anthony prayed 
for the return of his beloved possession, and a short time later the novice returned the 
book and sought Anthony’s forgiveness, which was given.  

 
Parish Activities in May

 

End of Life Seminar – Holy Redeemer 
will conduct an “End of Life” seminar on 
Saturday, May 14.  The time for the 
event will be announced shortly.  The 
seminar will include several 
presentations on end-of-life issues, such 
as the steps a person should take to get 
their affairs in order, and a 
determination how they want to spend 
their last days.  

Chris Luciano, general Director of the Nickerson Funeral Home in Chatham will speak 
on a variety of topics related to making funeral arrangements, and Father Sullivan will 
discuss Catholic perspectives on advanced directives such as do-not-resuscitate 
arrangements and the ethics surrounding them, Catholic funeral practices, and hospice 
care.  Father Sullivan also hopes to have a lawyer speak about wills and trusts, and a 



 5 

financial planner to speak about financial strategies.  If you would like any additional 
information about the End-of-Life seminar please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or 
send us an email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org 
 
2022 Catholic Appeal – Each Spring for the past 81 years the Fall River Diocese has 
conducted a “Catholic Appeal” during May and June. Last year parishioners from 
throughout the diocese contributed $4.6 million to the appeal, which went to support a 
variety of groups, including food pantries, homeless shelters, Catholic youth 
organizations, refugee resettlement, the pastoral ministry to the sick in hospitals, and 
many other activities.   In 2021 Holy Redeemer parishioners donated nearly $55,000 to 
the Catholic Appeal.  Hopefully we can increase this year’s total by a modest 5%, to a 
goal of %57,770.   
 
Mother’s Day Respect for Life Activities – The Holy Redeemer Respect for Life 
Ministry will conduct a Mother’s Day children’s swimsuits and swim goggles collection 
for children of all ages.  The Cape Cod Foster Children’s Closet in Orleans will distribute 
the items to families fostering children in our area.  A collection site for the donated 
items will be located in front of the church beginning April 30th.   
 
On Mother’s Day, the Respect for Life Ministry will be distributing information about a 
Spiritual Adoption program modeled after Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s devotional.  The 
program is a wonderful opportunity to be a “prayerful warrior” in a special way for the 
innocent unborn. 
 
 
A Few Updates

 

Synod Listening Sessions – The 
Synod listening sessions have now 
concluded.  A total of seven in-person 
listening sessions were conducted, 
which began in mid-January and ended 
in early April.  A number of paper 
surveys were received from to 
parishioners who could not attend one 
of the listening sessions.  The topics of 
greatest importance to the participants 
are noted below.   

 

mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
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Local Issues/Concerns Related to Holy Redeemer Parish 

• Nearly all participants were concerned with the challenges posed by 
current participation in the parish, including the increasing age of many of 
the most active members in the parish, the limited involvement of youth in 
the parish, and the limited number of new members in the parish 

• Many participants were hopeful that as the challenges posed by the 
pandemic begin to wane the parish will offer more activities and a more 
welcoming environment 

• Many participants indicated they would like to see a parish library 
constructed that would be a resource for religious-themed books and 
periodicals 

• Many participants felt the parish needed to do a better job of 
communicating with parishioners, and also to provide greater 
transparency regarding how decisions are made  

Global Issues/Concerns Related to the Catholic Church as a Whole 

• Most participants felt that the Church needs to do a better job of letting the 
world know what it stands for 

• Many participants felt that the Church has yet to address the priest sex 
scandals openly and to hold the individuals responsible for the scandals 
accountable for their actions 

• Nearly all of the participants felt that the role of women in the Church 
needs to be enhanced, including allowing women to serve as deacons  

• Nearly all of the participants felt the Church would benefit from married 
priests  

• Many of the participants felt that the Church needs to be less rigid, with 
more focus on the spirit of Church doctrine and less focus on the strict 
application of Church laws   

 
The complete Summary Report from the listening sessions, which included details 
regarding these and other items that were discussed by participants, will shortly be 
available on the Holy Redeemer website, which is www.holyredeemerchatham.org.  
 
Confirmation – On Friday, March 11th Bishop Edgar da Cunha conferred the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on the confirmandi from the parishes of Holy Redeemer, St. 
Joan of Arc and Our Lady of the Cape.  Holy Redeemer students Anna Borzilleri, 
Terrence Connors, Maya Jones, Fiona Moore, and Joanna Ready were part of the 
confirmation class. 
 
 

http://www.holyredeemerchatham.org/
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Church Library – Construction has 
been completed on the new Holy 
Redeemer Library, which is located in a 
church hall, in the first classroom at the 
base of the front stairs.  The library is 
already stocked with nearly 100 
religious-themed books, thanks to the 
generous donations of many 
parishioners from their libraries at home.  
A bin has been provided at the back of 
the church for additional donations.  
Please make sure that any books you 
donate are in good condition. 
 

Holy Redeemer is also seeking volunteers to serve on a Church Library Ministry, and 
also a volunteer to lead the Ministry.  If you would like to volunteer please contact the 
rectory at (508) 945-0677. 
 
 
Get involved at Holy Redeemer – Parish Ministries 
 
Holy Redeemer is fortunate to have many excellent ministries and support 
organizations.  A list of Holy Redeemer’s parish ministries is provided below. 
Alternatively, if you see an unmet need at Holy Redeemer and would like to start your 
own ministry please give us a call at the rectory at 508-945-0677.  We would love to 
hear from you. 
 

• Holy Redeemer Women's Club – Please contact Sheila Nugent at 
snugent48@att.net if you would like more information about becoming the Club 

• St. Vincent DePaul Society – Please Contact Jack Zilliox at jackz@oit.umass.edu 
if you would like more information about the Society 

mailto:snugent48@att.net
mailto:jackz@oit.umass.edu
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• Knights of Columbus – Please contact Ray Tallia at capemanray@aol.com if you 
would like more information about the Knights 

• Bereavement Ministry – Please contact Marilyn Whelden at 
mawhelden@comcast.net if you would like more information about the Ministry 

• Pro Life Ministry – Please contact Rosemary O’Reilly at poreilly23@comcast.net 
if you would like more information about the Ministry 

• Choir – Please email Cheryl Duerr at cduerr@holyredeemerchatham.org or  
clduerr@gmail.com or call her at 617-852-3533 if you would like more 
information about joining the Choir 

• Eucharistic Ministers – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an 
email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about 
becoming a Eucharistic Minister 

• Altar Server Ministry – Please give us a call at the rectory at 508-945-0677 or 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the 
Ministry 

• Lector Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the 
Ministry 

• Holy Launderers Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an 
email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about 
the Ministry 

• Liberty Commons Ministry – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us 
an email parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information 
about the Ministry 
 

Featured Parish Ministry for May -- The Choir 

For the next several months we will be spotlighting different Holy Redeemer’s ministries.  
This month we are focusing on the Choir. 

 

The Bible is very clear about the 
importance of singing.  “Sing to the 
Lord,” “Sing praises,” “Sing joyfully,” 
“Sing a new song,” “Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord,” “Serve the Lord with 
gladness: come before his presence 
with singing.”  The significance of those 
admonitions was never more obvious 
than during the early days of the 
pandemic, when singing was 
temporarily put on hold to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19.  Despite everyone’s best efforts to carry on, there was still a 
sense of loss during Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning masses, which was made 
worse as we quietly exited the church following the service with only the memory of a 
rousing chorus of “Holy God We Praise Thy Name” to keep us company
.  
Hopefully it will be many years before we see those “quiet masses” again, as Holy 
Redeemer’s choir is once more lifting our hearts with all manner of “joyful noise,” led by 
one of the finest choir directors the parish has ever known.   Cheryl Duerr has been 

mailto:capemanray@aol.com
mailto:mawhelden@comcast.net
mailto:poreilly23@comcast.net
mailto:cduerr@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:clduerr@gmail.com
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
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leading choirs since she was in her teens.  When she was in high school and her church 
organist suddenly died, Cheryl was sent to the local Baldwin organ store for a few quick 
lessons before being thrown into the deep end of the pool to lead the entire 
congregation.  In the years since then she led all manner of choirs, and also served for 
seven years as a Director for the American Guild of Organists.  Her duties with the Guild 
included setting up summer camps for young organists, and also leading tours of 
Europe’s greatest cathedrals.  Cheryl has played organs in Milan, Turin, Cologne, 
Edinburgh, Munich, and even had the chance to play the same organ that Handel 
performed his greatest symphonies on. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl has used her expertise and 
phenomenal teaching skills to transform 
Holy Redeemer’s band of novice voices 
into a chorus of angels.  And along the 
way she has managed to expand the 
group’s portfolio to include not only the 
traditional hymns and songs that 
everyone loves – “Make Me a Channel 
of Your Peace,” “Amazing Grace,” “How 
Great Thou Art,” “Be Not Afraid” -- but 
she has also expanded the choir’s range 
to include hymns like “Jesus Walked 
This Lonely Valley,” and African 
American spirituals like “There is a Balm 
in Gilead” and "Ride On, King Jesus!"  If 
you attended this year’s Easter Vigil you 
noticed that she even managed to 

incorporate a Gregorian chant in the choir’s repertoire.  
 
The choir is always looking for new members, and even you think your voice is best 
suited for the shower, give Cheryl’s “band of angels” a try.  She is a wonderful teacher, 
and all the members of choir are friendly and non-judgmental.   And just remember that 
the Bible never says let only those who have beautiful voices sing, as if natural talent 
were required to praise God.  It just says “sing!” 
 

We’re Here For You 
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Weekend Mass Schedule – Celebrated 
every weekend on Saturday at 4:00 pm 
and Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 
Watch Mass Online – If you are unable 
to attend Mass in-person, please watch 
mass on-line at 
www.holyredeemerchatham.org/live-
stream-mass 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule – Celebrated 
Monday through Friday at 8:00 am 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena – 
Celebrated on Monday after daily Mass 
 
Sacrament of Confession – Celebrated 
Saturday from 3:00 to 3:45 pm 

 
Open Office Hours -- Father Sullivan is available at the rectory from 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
every Monday afternoon to speak with parishioners on any topic. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism – Celebrated during Sunday Mass.  Please contact the rectory at 
508-945-0677 for an appointment to discuss an upcoming baptism. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage – Couples are asked to contact Father Sullivan at 508-945-0677 
at least 12 months prior to the date of their wedding.  Couples also need to make 
certain that the Church is available before scheduling their wedding date and the 
location for their wedding reception. 
 
Holy Communion at Home – If any parishioner is unable to attend mass due to an 
illness, injury, handicap, or age, and would like to receive Communion at home, please 
contact the rectory at 508-945-0677 and a Eucharistic Minister will bring Communion to 
you. 
 
New Parishioners Are Always Welcome - If you are new to the area please contact the 
Rectory at 508-945-0677 to register with the parish, or speak with Father Sullivan after 
Mass.  
 
Facebook – Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.comholyredeemercatholicchurch 
 
Coming soon: a link to the minutes of the Parish Council and Finance Council meetings  
 

 
Getting To Know the Members of the Parish  

Every parishioner has a story, and each month we will profile a different member of the 
congregation.  Young, old, new, established, we’d like to get to know all of you.  If you 

http://www.holyredeemerchatham.org/live-stream-mass
http://www.holyredeemerchatham.org/live-stream-mass
http://www.facebook.comholyredeemercatholicchurch/
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have someone you would like us to profile please contact the rectory at 508-945-0677 
so we can meet with them and share their story with the rest of the parish. 

This month we’re profiling George Lane, who has been a long-time member of the Holy 
Redeemer parish. 

 

It would be easier to name the ministries 
George Lane is not involved with, than 
the ones where he’s a driving force.  He 
serves on the Parish Council, he’s a 
Fourth-Degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus and he’s a member of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society.  That’s just for 
starters.  He also serves as a 
Eucharistic Minister, is Chairperson of 
the Organ Committee and takes up the 
collection on Sundays.  And to top it all 
off George is also Holy Redeemer’s 
official photographer. 
 
Does every parishioner need to be 
involved with six different ministries, and 
also turn their hobby into a service for 
the church?  Of course not.  But no 
parish can make it without someone like 
George. 

 
He says his vitality comes from his “Type A” personality.  He’s also probably been 
referred to as “The Energizer Bunny” once or twice along the way.  But neither of those 
descriptions adequately address the forces that stimulate George to action.  By the time 
you’ve finished reading his profile it should be pretty easy to figure out what really 
motivates him. 
 
George grew up in Portland, Maine, which at the time was a blue-collar town focusing 
on anything having to do with the sea.  The town was divided between immigrants from 
Eastern Europe (mostly Jewish) and from Italy (all Catholic).  Indeed the largest Jewish 
Synagogue in town and biggest Catholic Church backed up to each other.  George’s 
grandparents fit that pattern perfectly: his paternal grandparents were Russian Jews 
from Riga, Latvia and Minsk, Belarus, while his maternal grandparents were Italians 
from Foggia.  Ditto for his parents: his father was Jewish and his mother was Catholic.  
At the time George’s parents were married that the Catholic Church demanded that all 
children of a religiously mixed marriage be raised Catholic.  And whatever one might 
think about that edict, Holy Redeemer certainly was a clear beneficiary. 
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After graduating from Rutgers University 
George entered the Air Force and 
served for four years as a linguist in the 
intelligence service.  And as a nod 
toward his paternal grandparents the 
language that he chose to become 
fluent in was Russian.  His Air Force 
position gave George the opportunity to 
travel extensively, and while stationed in 
Turkey he had the chance to visit 
Tarsus where the well of St. Paul’s 
house still stands.  The opportunity also 
gave him an opportunity to put his love 
of photography into practice, and his 
1971 picture of several Turkish 
schoolboys won a number of domestic 
and international awards.  One reviewer 
noted that when viewing the photograph 
he was “torn between wanting to know 
more and wanting to know less, but 
unable to stop looking.”  

 
Upon returning to civilian life George began a 40-year career in human resources, 
beginning back home working for the city government in Portland, before moving to 
York, Pennsylvania to take a position with the Graham Packaging Company.  Some 
might say that landing a job in human resources was a coincidence – for his initial 
position in Portland he was referred by a friend of a friend, and being a veteran gave 
him an edge – but George would tell you that other factors were involved.  “I have 
always been grateful for my career in human resources that I believe God intended for 
me.  It was the perfect career for me because engaging with people whether at work, in 
the community or in church always energized me and gave me an opportunity to do 
good.  The bonds and relationships formed over many years are priceless.” 
 
When George and his wife Thea left Portland for his new job in Pennsylvania, they did 
so with a good size-family in tow: a son Matthew and two daughters, Elise, and Mara.  
While in Pennsylvania their fourth child was born.  During Thea’s pregnancy they were 
informed that she was carrying a girl, and that her child would be born with Down’s 
syndrome.  Up until that point they had not given much thought to the subject of 
abortion, but now the subject was no longer a topic for philosophical discussion but 
something very real and personal.  Prayer and faith helped them to navigate through 
unchartered waters, and on the opposite shore they found a beautiful and loving baby 
named Amy. 
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In 2008, George authored a book about 
Amy entitled “A Different Kind of Perfect 
- The Story of Parents’ Choices and a 
Special Child’s Blessings.”  The book 
created quite a stir at the time of its 
publication, including interviews with 
George on national radio and television.  
As George puts it, “Amy has taught us 
so much and has been so embraced by 
all who know or meet her.  She has 
given us unexpected joy and taken us to 
unexpected places. She is a gift that 
keeps on giving and connects us to a 
different kind of perfect -- a perfection 
that raises human dignity and love to an 
even higher level.” 

 
We’ll conclude our profile of George by pointing out that he is not the only member of 
the Lane family volunteering for Holy Redeemer ministries.  Thea is a member of the 
“Holy Launderers,” who wash and iron the Mass linens.  And if you come to mass at 10 
AM on Sundays you’ll get a chance to see Amy singing with the choir.  
 
 
In Conclusion… 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

When World War II broke out in Europe, 
Winston Churchill and Great Britain 
stood alone as the bombs rained down 
on London.  The United States had not 
yet entered the war, and to reassure 
Churchill that support was on the way, 
Franklin Roosevelt sent his most trusted 
advisor Harry Hopkins to meet with 
Churchill in London.  At a small dinner 
party on the night before her returned to 
the United States Hopkins reassured 
Churchill by offering a slightly altered 
biblical quote from the Old Testament 
Book of Ruth:  

“Whither thou goest, I will go;  

And where thou lodgest, I will lodge;  

Thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God.  

Even to the end.”

 


